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MAIN POINT

When ordinary people are willing to follow Jesus, God will use them to do extraordinary things.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What is one thing you can do well that not many other people can do well?

How often do you get to use this talent? When was the last time you did?

Do you think most Christians think a lot about doing extraordinary things for God? Why or why not?

Most of us spend the majority of our lives doing normal, everyday kinds of things. But God has always used ordinary
people to do extraordinary things. In fact, when Jesus was on the recruiting trail for His first followers, He didn’t visit the
best schools or most prestigious families; He instead went to the shore and found common, everyday fishermen. That’s
incredibly encouraging for normal people like us, because it means that when ordinary people are willing to follow
Jesus, God will use them to do extraordinary things.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

ASK A VOLUNTEER TO READ MATTHEW 4:18-22.

What are some reasons why Jesus’ call to these men is surprising?

What does this reveal about what Jesus is looking for in His followers?

Why is it significant that these men left their nets (v. 20) to follow Jesus? What about James and John? What
did they leave?

How did you react when you heard Jesus’ call to follow Him? Did you fight against it, ignore it, or drop your
net and go?
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The call of Jesus to these men was pretty dramatic. The nets were more than just an object these fishermen were
holding; they represented their source of income and even their identity in the community. When Jesus called them, He
was calling them to abandon everything else and find their source of security, identity, and purpose in Him. For James
and John, they actually had to leave their families to do so. This underscores the commitment that Jesus calls out in all of
us. We must leave everything when we choose to follow Him.

What are some other places we might be tempted to look to find our true purpose in life other than following
Jesus?

Jesus intentionally chose ordinary people to build His kingdom. Does that mean Jesus needs us to do His
work? Why or why not?

It is important for us to recognize that God does not have to use us for His work; He is more than powerful enough to
use anything He sees fit. But in His grace, He has chosen to use the imperfect, broken people of the church to extend
His kingdom. It is then a great privilege to participate in His work as His kingdom goes out.

Why, in these verses, do you think Jesus chose to use the metaphor of fishing for men?

When someone follows Jesus, it’s only the beginning of the journey. Those that follow Jesus are also formed by Jesus.
Discipleship is the process by which we become that which Jesus wants us to be. But we are not just becoming
something ambiguous; Jesus has a very specific formative purpose in mind for us, and that purpose includes His unique
design of who we are. For these men, who knew everything there was to know about fishing, Jesus would use those
experiences to aid them in understanding their true purpose in life.

Is there someone you know who embodies Jesus’ call to fish for men? Who is it?

What is different about the way they view people and situations in their lives?

What other kinds of habits characterize their lives?

As those who are following Jesus, there is a call on our lives. We are to live for something more than just getting through
the day until tomorrow; we are meant to be engaged in extending God’s kingdom in the world. No matter how ordinary
we might think we are, God has given us all gifts and talents that should be put to use as we minister in His name. As we
do, we will find ourselves fishing for men, just as these early disciples did.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

What is our obligation as followers of Jesus if we are going to embrace His vision for our lives—to fish for
men?

What is standing in the way of you embracing that call more fully?

How do your daily habits and routine need to change in order to make room to fish for men this week?

PRAY

2 of 3



Thank God for the call to follow Jesus. Ask Him to continue to help you embrace what it means to
follow Him and be an ambassador for His kingdom.

 

COMMENTARY

MATTHEW 4:18-22

4:18. Jesus was walking along the shore of the Sea of Galilee when He encountered Andrew and Peter, described here as
Simon, who was called Peter. This statement likely means that Simon by this point had already received the nickname
“the Rock.” When Jesus walked up to the two men, they were standing either on the shore or in the water and throwing
a circular casting net. After throwing the net into the water, the fishermen would drag the net with the trapped fish to
land.

4:19. “Follow Me,” Jesus called out to Peter and Andrew. Prior to this time, Andrew and Peter had not devoted
themselves exclusively to following Jesus. From this point on, they gave themselves full-time to serving their Master.

Following Jesus as disciples involved a number of things, according to the custom of the time. First, becoming Jesus’
disciples meant accepting Him as their Master. Whatever He commanded, Peter and Andrew would do. Such
commitment required faith in the One to whom they were committing themselves. Second, it meant letting Jesus teach
them orally. The two men would spend much time listening to Jesus teach and memorizing His lectures word for word
in the manner of the day. This memorization of the Master’s teaching would later become the basis of Jesus’ teaching
portions in the four Gospels. Third, Andrew and Peter would become disciples by watching Jesus’ actions. They would
live with Him and come to know Him intimately. Fourth, they would join Jesus in His mission to the world.

4:20-22. “And I will make you fishers of men!” Jesus concluded. A disciple is one who studies under a teacher. Peter and
Andrew were being called to go beyond mere study to become laborers alongside Jesus. Jesus called them to a change
of vocations. No longer would they devote themselves to the trade of commercial fishing. From this point on, the
brothers would cast a net for their Master to draw others to Him. The words “make you” indicate that Jesus Himself
would equip them for the work to which He was calling them. This promise foreshadows the two fishermen’s later
commissioning as apostles (Matt. 10:1-5).
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