
LifeGroups: Galatians 1:11-24              Week 3  
 

PASSAGE – Galatians 1:11-24 NIV 

 11 I want you to know, brothers and sisters, that the gospel I preach is not of human 

origin. 12 I did not receive it from any man, nor was I taught it; rather, I received it by 

revelation from Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard of my previous way of life in 

Judaism, how intensely I persecuted the church of God and tried to destroy it. 14 I was 

advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people and was 

extremely zealous for the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when God, who set me apart 

from my mother’s womb and called my by grace, was pleased 16 to reveal His Son in 

me so that I might preach Him among the Gentiles, my immediate response was not 

to consult any human being. 17 I did not go up to Jerusalem to see those who were 

apostles before I was, but went into Arabia. Later I returned to Damascus. 18 Then 

after three years, I went up to Jerusalem to get acquainted with Cephas and stayed 

with him fifteen days. 19 I saw none of the other apostles -- only James, the Lord’s 

brother. 20 I assure you before God that what I am writing you is no lie. 21 Then I went 

to Syria and Cilicia. 22 I was personally unknown to the churches of Judea that are in 

Christ. 23 They only heard the report: “The man who formerly persecuted us is now 

preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.” 24 And they praised God because of 

me. 

OUTLINE:  
These verses ties back to the gospel Paul presented in the opening verses. It seems that 

the Judiazers were trying to attack Paul on both the gospel and on his apostleship. So 

Paul first addresses that the Gospel is not something that is built on mere words of men. 

This gospel was given to him from God during his time in Arabia. Next, Paul shares his 

testimony of why and how he can be considered an apostle. This isn’t about getting 

glory but about showing how God always planned for Paul to be a believer who greatly 

helped advance the Gospel in the early church. He’s the last guy who you would 
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expect to be a Christian, but God had planned his transformation and obedience from 

the  beginning. Paul is defending his apostleship and the message of the gospel in these 

verses. 
 
START (the group): 
Icebreaker Question: If you were a piece of furniture what would you be and why? 

Follow up with your group regarding their applications from last week. Ask them how 

they did in applying last week’s text.  

 

STUDY (the passage): 
Have everyone look back over the text. (Encourage everyone to be looking for 

something that sticks out to them, something they have a question about, and 

something God may be telling them to do.)  

 

Ask questions about the text:  
1. What sticks out to you from the passage? (Everyone answer)  

2. What questions do you have from the text?  

3. Is there anything about the story of Paul that is significant to you? 

4. What is the danger of adding requirements to salvation? 

 

APPLY:  
5. What is something in your life that would cause other people to praise God? 

6. Paul’s story is one of the ultimate stories of redemption. What is something in your life 

that God can redeem? 

7. How are we failing to respond to God’s grace when we do not share Christ with the 

world?  

8. What is one thing God is asking you to do in response to this passage? (One 

measurable goal) 

  

PRAY AS A GROUP 
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Extra Material 
Will Paul just fling his authority against that of the Judaizers and let the Galatians shoot in 

the dark about which is true? Or will he give evidence and make his case? It's clear, I think, that 

verses 13–24 are Paul's argument for the truth of his apostleship and his gospel. 

Verse 12 has said that the gospel had come to Paul by a revelation of Christ. He stakes 

the truth of his gospel on the fact that the risen Christ appeared to him and commissioned him 

personally to preach the gospel. He begins his argument in verses 13 and 14 by recounting how 

unremittingly anti-Christian he was before his conversion.Notice verse 13 begins with "for." This 

account in verses 13 and 14 is an argument that his gospel came from Christ, not man. How 

does the argument work? There is a clue in verses 22–24, "I was still not known by sight to the 

churches of Christ in Judea; they only heard it said, 'He who once persecuted us is now 

preaching the faith he once tried to destroy.' And they glorified God because of me." Paul 

closes the unit by pointing out how complete and astonishing his conversion was.From 

persecutor, to preacher. From one ready to kill Christians, to one ready to be killed as a Christian. 

From one who heard in the Christian message a threat to everything he stood for, to one who 

now had a vision of the gospel that blew his Pharisaism to smithereens.  

As he looks back, Paul can now recognize that God’s sovereign grace was working in his 

life long before his actual conversion. When Paul says God “set me apart from birth” in v 15 he 

means that the grace of God had been shaping and preparing him all his life for the things God 

was going to call him to do. 

In Verse 16 he shows us a critical difference between a mere religious or moral person 

and a Christian. A Christian has more than an intellectual belief in Christ; they sense a personal 

relationship and they know that this relationship is not given to them solely for their own personal 

comfort and joy. They know they have a responsibility to reveal Christ to others through what 

they are, do, and, say. 

In the next set of verses Paul reference the importance of reflection and preparation 

over activity and accomplishment Not that activity and accomplishment are not important but 

in our generation reflection and preparation(solitary with God) can be ignored or lessened. 

Solitary time with God is fundamental to the Christian life; but the christian life is not a solitary 

one. Paul went to Jerusalem not for instruction but for accountability and unity.  


