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MAIN POINT

Like Joseph, we should be living in a way that will leave behind a legacy of faithfulness and
perseverance.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

For group members who are parents, ask them to briefly share their predictions and hopes for the future of
their children (ex: careers they will pursue, where they will live, what kind of family they will have, etc.). For
those who are not parents, ask them to do the same for siblings (or family members of comparable age).

How do a person’s current character and former behavior shape the circumstances around them? How do
they shape our expectations and predictions for their future?

How can our decisions and actions influence the blessings or snares we bring upon ourselves? How do they
define the legacy we leave?

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 48:1-22.

Take a minute to read Hebrews 11:21. Of all Jacob did in his lifetime, why do you think he is recognized for this
specific act? Why was faith required by Jacob to bless Joseph and his sons?

Given Joseph’s position, responsibilities, and difficult past, how easy would it have been to neglect his family?
What do we learn about his character and legacy through Joseph’s faithfulness to his father?

In verse 15, Jacob praises God for having “been [his] shepherd all [his] life long to this day.” He praised God, not only for
His faithfulness in good times, but in all times—from victories and celebrations to hardship and pains, such as Rachel’s
death and Joseph’s enslavement. Through a legacy of enduring faith, Jacob recognizes God’s promises to never forsake
us, but to continue working all things—even seemingly hopeless circumstances—for our good.
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What kind of legacy did Jacob’s faith leave for Joseph’s generation and the next?

What connection can you draw between Jacob’s blessings of Ephraim and Manasseh, as compared with
Jacob’s own blessing as a child?

Here Joseph is rewarded through a blessing for his sons. But Jacob’s past of deceitfully obtaining the blessing and
birthright intended for his older brother Esau makes Ephraim and Manasseh’s blessing particularly interesting. In both
cases, the younger sibling receives the blessing, contrary to custom and expectation. Again we see the way God works
in timing and ways we cannot predict, often defying expectations of the world around us. He chooses to use “the
foolish things of the world to shame the wise,” and “the weak things of the world to shame the strong,” just as we see in
the supernatural reign of Jesus.

Consider the meanings of the names Ephraim and Manasseh (mentioned below). Given this, what might God
have been revealing about His own character in choosing Ephraim to receive the greatest blessing?

What can we learn about God’s character given that both brothers still received a blessing?

Because Jacob formally adopted Ephraim and Manasseh, they were honored as tribes of Israel over Jacob’s sons
Reuben and Simeon, who were remembered primarily for their sins. The name Manasseh means “God has made me
forget all my hardship at my father’s house.” The name Ephraim means “God has made me fruitful in the land of my
affliction.” Although Manasseh recognizes the hardships of the past, Ephraim recognizes the goodness God works in
suffering, and it is Ephraim who receives the blessing. The legacy of Joseph’s life was formed in the way God worked His
deliverance and purposes through hardships, just as He did through the life of Jesus, and just as He will do through each
of us.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 49:1-33.

Many of the brothers are described as unstable (v. 4), defilers (v. 4), violent (v. 5), murderers (v. 6) and cruel
(v. 7). What kind of legacy did it leave for their descendants? How did these brothers’ sins impact the kind of
legacy they would leave?

How do verses 23-25 recognize Joseph’s suffering? To whom do they give credit for Joseph’s victory and
deliverance?

Here, Joseph himself is rewarded with a blessing. Jacob recognized that although Joseph was attacked, God—the Mighty
One, the Shepherd, the Rock of Israel—remained with him. Through each attack, God helped and blessed Joseph,
keeping him steady and strong. As a result, Joseph persevered through all he suffered and endured, and ultimately
received a blessing, not only from Jacob, but also from God Himself. This blessing, delivered through Joseph’s
obedience and trust, carried on through generations to come, establishing a true legacy of faith.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Which of God’s promises can you name off the top of your head? Which do you hold onto most strongly?

How would our lives be more difficult if we did not know these promises? How might our lives change if we
knew them better?
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Take a minute to read 1 Corinthians 1:27. What does this indicate about the way God often works, in
comparison to how we often expect?

PRAY

Thank God for the promises He’s given us, and for the confidence we can have that He will be
faithful to fulfill them. Pray that, in our obedience and trust, He blesses our lives through His grace in
order that we can be a blessing to those around us—overflowing to others the same love, hope, and
truth He’s given us through the Holy Spirit, and the legacy of Christ. Finally, pray that we, and all
who follow after us, will leave a legacy that brings God glory and points to the ultimate blessing of
salvation through Jesus Christ.

COMMENTARY

GENESIS 48–49

48:1-2. Out of Jacob’s long career, Heb. 11:21 selects this as his outstanding act of faith. It has the quality, praised in that
chapter, of reaching out towards the promise, even in face of death, ‘having seen it and greeted it from afar’. There is
gentle irony in the fact that this is just such a situation as the one on which he had exercised his guile in his youth. Once
more the firstborn’s blessing is destined for the younger brother, but now there is no faithless scheming or bitter
aftertaste (Prov. 10:22). It is an object lesson in quiet responsiveness and faith.

48:5-6. This declaration of adoption left its lasting mark on the structure of Israel, in which Ephraim inherited the
headship of the whole twelve, forfeited by Reuben (49:4). 1 Chronicles 5:1-2 states the position: ‘[Reuben’s] birthright
was given to the sons of Joseph …; though Judah became strong among his brothers and a prince was from him, yet the
birthright belonged to Joseph.’

48:7-8. The special place of Joseph in Israel’s affections called to mind the beloved Rachel. It is a poignant backward
glance in a context of hope; a sudden faltering which betrays itself in the effort with which the old man returns to the
present in the next verse. The expression to my sorrow has the support of most commentators as the implication of
‘upon me’: i.e. ‘as a burden to bear.’ The question, Who are these?, with the reply it elicited, made a fitting prologue to
the blessing.

48:10-12. This is still the affectionate preliminary to the blessing, confirming Jacob’s acceptance of the youths as he takes
them between his knees. Joseph withdraws them and prostrates himself before presenting them for the blessing itself.

48:13-14. On the quiet reversal of the blessings, see the opening comments to the chapter. Jacob had already named the
younger before the elder in verse 5, and the ensuing history of Israel would show that God’s hand was behind the hands
now laid upon them.

48:15. Joseph, in the opening phrase, is a collective term for the two sons, as in 1 Chronicles 5:2. It emphasizes that the
blessing they are now to enjoy is for his sake, as his representatives.

48:21. The word ‘I’ is emphatic here, in conscious opposition to the next clause.

48:22. This verse is obscure in meaning and allusion. The word translated mountain slope is literally ‘shoulder’: possibly
an expression taken from comparing people’s heights. It seems to play on the identical place-name Shechem, which
was to fall in Manasseh’s territory, at the center of the area covered by the two Joseph-tribes (John 4:5).

49:1. This verse, speaking of prediction, and verse 28 with its term ‘blessing’, sum up the nature of the oracle, which is
potent as well as informative.

49:2-3. The heaping of phrase on majestic phrase in verse 3, building up to an ignominious collapse, reflects the exalted
hopes that were shattered at Reuben’s fall (Gen. 35:22). In the sudden shift at the end to the third person, Jacob turns
and exposes him to his brothers: it is a gesture of revulsion. The tribe of Reuben was to fail in leadership. It earned a
name for irresolution in Deborah’s day (Judges 5:15-16) and later it seems to have been overshadowed by Gad and
periodically overrun by Moab. Its only recorded moment of partial initiative was in the inglorious rebellion of Dathan
and Abiram (Num. 16:1).

49:5. This is more than a truism: these men are ‘two of a pair’, and their weapons are tools of anarchy, not justice. The
final word, not found elsewhere, somewhat resembles the Greek for ‘sword,’ but there is no agreement on its meaning.
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49:6. My glory is used in some of the Psalms in parallel with my soul or heart, as here. The root idea is of something
weighty. The name Levi (“joined,” 29:34) may well have suggested the unholy alliance from which Jacob recoils in the
words be not joined. ‘’Twas in their anger they killed men, and at their whim they crippled oxen.’ It was the ruthlessness
of spite, to be utterly disowned for its motive and, in 7a, its excess.

49:7. The eventual history of the two tribes is an instance of the openness of God’s decrees. Both tribes were scattered;
but while Simeon disintegrated, to be sprinkled partly amongst Judah, partly amongst the northern tribes, Levi was
awarded an honorable dispersion as the priestly element in Israel.

49:8-12. In length and eloquence, this blessing is only matched by that on Joseph, which it far outdistances in its range of
prophecy. It pivots on the ‘until’ clause. Up to that point, the theme is the fierce dominance of the tribe among its
fellows. Then with the advent of the promised one, who will rule the nations, the scene becomes an earthly paradise
such as the prophets foretell in their Messianic poems. It is a miniature of the biblical scheme of history. If Judah is ‘the
lion of the tribes,’ the noblest son of the tribe of Judah is fitly styled the Lion of that tribe. The verse as a whole predicts
leadership for Judah.

49:11-12. Every line of these verses speaks of exuberant, intoxicating abundance: it is the golden age of the Coming One,
whose universal rule was glimpsed in v. 10.

49:13-15. Zebulun’s allotted land in Jos. 19:10-16 did not reach the coast, unlike the neighbouring Asher’s (Jdg. 5:17), nor
did it closely approach Sidon. But it was near enough to both to be enriched by sea-borne trade (Deut. 33:19).

49:16-18. Dan’s name and call were to judge, vindicating the disconsolate as God had vindicated Rachel. But his choice,
as a tribe, was violence and treachery. In the list of tribes which make up the Israel of Rev. 7:5-8, Dan finds no place.
Jacob’s heartfelt aside in v. 18 is enigmatic: it could arise from a father’s prayers, like Abraham’s for Ishmael, or possibly
from the sudden memory of his own treachery, long renounced, called up by the acts and the words associated with
his own name.

49:19. Four of the six Hebrew words of this verse consist of Gad’s name and of wordplays on it. Border raids were
indeed to be his lot in Transjordan.

49:20. With a fertile plain and trade routes to the sea, Asher would ‘dip his foot in oil’ (Deut. 33:24) and produce a
notable annual quota for the palace (1 Kgs. 4:7).

49:21. This highland tribe was to win a name for itself under Barak by leading Israel to break loose from a crippling
bondage (Jdg. 4–5). This free, mountain people will breed true, and keep its character.

49:22. The thought moves from the present, the summer of Joseph’s days, back to the stresses of the past, and behind
both to God, whose array of titles forms the rich centerpiece of the oracle. Then his profusion of blessings is called
down on Joseph, carrying the thought on into the future. The well-watered, far-spreading fruit tree delightfully pictures
Joseph’s depth of character and width of influence, and it takes up his own metaphor, enshrined in the name Ephraim.

49:24. Both here and elsewhere, the word ’bîr, Mighty One, is used of God as champion of his cause. The traditional
pointing, creates an abrupt aside and an impersonal reference to God for no apparent reason.

49:26. In a few magnificent words, the Old Testament vision of God’s ‘earth with its store of wonders untold’ is
displayed. Even the deep, couching like a powerful beast (v. 9) belongs to him and to his servants. A foretaste of this
blessing would come in the award to Ephraim and Manasseh of the pick of all Canaan, with presumably greater things
to follow. If, in the event, the enjoyment of even this was insecure and brief, the reason can be found in Ephraim’s pride
(Jdg. 8:1, 12:1) and suicidal apostasy (Hos. 4:16, 5:3). The final phrase, set apart from his brothers, speaks of one singled
out, not left out: the word is later used of the Nazirite, set apart for God.

49:27. It is striking that Moses was given the tender oracle to pronounce on Benjamin (Deut. 33:12) and doting Jacob the
fierce one. Something of the dash and spirit of the tribe can be seen in Judges 5:14, and something of its violence in
Judges 19–21.

49:31. Leah’s death in Canaan is mentioned only here, though it was implied in her absence from the list of emigrants
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