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MAIN POINT

As we submit and trust, God restores relationships and reconciles the past for His glory.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

When someone openly admits a fault, confessing they have done wrong, how much more likely are they to
receive forgiveness and understanding?

How do we judge whether someone’s apology is sincere?

Although God calls us to forgive all who wrong us, we often find it is easier to forgive those who openly admit their
mistakes with remorse and show signs of change. However, with or without receiving this confession, we should still be
eager to forgive, just as Christ has forgiven us–leaving a legacy of love, compassion, and grace as we do.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

SUMMARIZE GENESIS 42–43 FOR THE GROUP.

Why did Joseph accuse his brothers of being spies? In what ways might he have been trying to test them?

Consider the burden the brothers felt, both from their initial jealousy of Joseph and the subsequent guilt.
What does this indicate about the weight and implications of harbored, unconfessed sin in our hearts and
lives?

In what ways does Joseph’s generosity and undeserved covering of the brothers’ debt–both in blood (42:22)
and in money (43:23)–foreshadow Christ’s grace to us?

How does the brothers’ willingness to take personal accountability for what happened to Benjamin (43:9)
contrast with the way they treated Joseph? What does it indicate about the change that had taken place
within them?

1 of 4



Do you think Joseph imagined God’s promise being fulfilled in this way? Was it anything Joseph could have
orchestrated himself?

The guilt Joseph’s brothers felt had an undeniable effect on the way they viewed their betrayal of Joseph and the way
they now treated their brother Benjamin. Still, Joseph easily could have responded to their request with anger,
bitterness, and revenge. Instead, he responds with the kind of undeserved compassion, grace, and forgiveness that we
later see in the way Jesus ultimately forgives our sin, covers our debt, and welcomes us to His Kingdom. All He requires
from us is that we confess our sin as we approach Him in surrender and belief.

SUMMARIZE GENESIS 44–45 FOR THE GROUP.

Consider the brothers’ response to the steward’s accusation in Gen. 44:7-9 and 16. How had the brothers
changed overtime in regards to their willingness to account and atone for any sins they have committed?

Take a minute to read 1 Peter 4:8. In what ways does Christ’s love cover our sin? In what way did Joseph’s
love cover over the sins of his brothers?

What might the brothers have felt in response to Joseph’s compassion and grace? Did they do anything to
earn it? Was there any use in resisting it?

In Genesis 45:8, what do we learn about how Joseph used his faith in God’s sovereignty to overcome
temptations of bitterness, resentment, or blame?

Ultimately, Joseph did not blame his brothers for the hardship and persecution he endured. Instead, He recognized God
as sovereign through his circumstances (45:8), orchestrating each situation and change to achieve His ultimate
purposes–through slavery, prisons, famine, and all.

SUMMARIZE GENESIS 46-47 FOR THE GROUP.

Take a minute to read Hebrews 7:7. How did God fulfill this promise through Jacob and Pharaoh (Gen. 47:7)?

How did Joseph honor God’s fulfillment of promises in his life by becoming a vessel through which God
fulfilled His promises to others?

In light of all the brothers did to Joseph in the past, how else could he have responded? What do you think
was his ultimate reason for not doing so?

Through Joseph’s trust in God’s faithfulness and his love for his brothers, Joseph forgave those who had wronged him,
giving God the glory for working in a way Joseph never could have predicted. Through Joseph’s example of humility,
submission, and obedience, God continued writing the ultimate legacy Joseph would leave in the lives, leaders, and land
around him.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Take a minute to read James 4:17. Are there any areas of your life in which you are sinning by not listening to
another’s distress or pleading? What kind of legacy for God’s kingdom might you leave if you did?
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Might God be “sending you before” others in your hardship for the purpose of being used to preserve others’
lives (45:5), acting as a vessel of God’s deliverance (45:7)?

Although the brothers did not realize who Joseph was when they came, what kind of humility was required
on their part to seek help from him? In what ways might we need to humble ourselves in confessing our sin,
seeking forgiveness, and asking for help from those we have hurt?

PRAY

Thank God for His compassion, forgiveness, and grace, which we see through the legacies of godly
people like Joseph. Pray He softens our hearts and grants us the ability to see with His eyes,
extending that same kindness–even when it is difficult. Pray also for the assurance that no matter
our circumstances or how we believe we have been wronged, God continues to reign sovereign
and will remain faithful–never ceasing to work for the good of us who love Him. Pray that others are
drawn to Christ’s salvation and gospel through the way we display that light in our own words,
actions, thoughts, relationships, and life–our very legacy itself.

COMMENTARY

GENESIS 42-45

42:1-13 Jacob sent 10 of Joseph’s brothers out to do the family’s work, but he spared a son of his beloved late wife
Rachel (Benjamin). Jacob’s sons joined a stream of others who came to Egypt to buy grain. Since Joseph was in charge
of selling grain to all the people of Egypt, his first responsibility was to meet the needs of his own people. Nevertheless,
he did permit sales to non-Egyptians who posed no threat to Egypt. When Joseph’s older brothers... bowed down
before him with their faces to the ground, they fulfilled Joseph’s prophetic dreams (37:7,9). Joseph had not seen his
brothers for 20 years, yet he recognized them immediately. But the brothers did not recognize him; as a top Egyptian
official Joseph had no hair on his head, wore eye makeup and expensive clothing, and spoke fluent Egyptian.

42:14-26. After their initial “shock probation” Joseph softened his initial conditions, requiring that only one of them be
confined to the guardhouse while the rest returned to Jacob. Before leaving, however, they consented to bring Benjamin
back to Egypt. Joseph probably made them do this to make sure they would not do to Benjamin what they had done to
him. The brothers’ harsh treatment in Egypt—the land where they had once sent Joseph—as well as the stiff demands
placed on them made it plain to them that they were being punished for what they had done to their brother 20 years
earlier. Reuben, eldest of the group and the one who had kept Joseph from being killed by his brothers (37:22),
interpreted the current events as a divine accounting for Joseph’s blood, i.e., his death. Reuben’s earlier defense of
Joseph and his current rebuke of his brothers may explain why second-born Simeon was detained instead of Reuben.

42:27-38. Reduced to despair by his sons’ report, Jacob responded by saying everything happens to him! Perhaps Jacob
even doubted God’s repeated promise to bless him (32:29; 35:9). His adamant refusal to let Benjamin go down with his
brothers to Egypt was understandable but irrational, since it meant that the entire clan would die of starvation. Reuben,
who had once saved Joseph’s life (37:22), now stepped forward to save the clan. He countered his father’s fears of
losing Benjamin by offering to experience the loss of two of his four sons (Ex 6:14) if anything happened to him in a
return trip to Egypt. If Benjamin died, Reuben would experience a proportionately worse fate than his father. However,
Reuben’s argument had no effect on Jacob; if Jacob’s son should die, it would not make him feel better to kill two of his
grandchildren as well.

43:1-10. Two years into the famine (cp. 45:6), Jacob’s family had used up the grain purchased by the brothers in Egypt.
Jacob, as clan head, ordered nine of his sons to go back to Egypt and buy more food. Judah, Jacob’s fourth-born but still
the most trusted of his older sons (34:30; 35:22), reminded his father that he must send Benjamin to Egypt in order for
the family to buy food. In response Jacob, who was known for his deceptions (27:12-27), accused his sons (you [v. 6] is
pl.) of causing much trouble by telling the Egyptian the truth.
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43:11-24. When the men returned to Joseph in Egypt, they were brought to Joseph’s own house. They feared they were
about to be arrested and made slaves as punishment for taking their original grain money back to Canaan, but Joseph’s
steward informed them that he had already received their money. All seemed well as Simeon was brought out of prison
to them, and they were given a traditional sign of hospitality—water to wash their feet (18:4; 19:2).

43:25-34. Joseph confirmed the identity of his brother Benjamin, his mother’s only other son and therefore his only full
brother. Joseph’s blessing on Benjamin in the name of God was the first time Joseph blessed one of his brothers. Though
Joseph had been filled with emotion in the presence of his brothers earlier (42:24), the sight of Benjamin overwhelmed
him. To retain his dignity he quickly went into an inner room to weep. The fact that as an Egyptian official he was
wearing eye makeup was probably in part why he washed his face before returning to the room. Because of racial and
cultural prejudice, the meal was served at two different tables. Food was first brought to Joseph and the rest of the
Egyptians, who ate at one table, then portions were brought to the table of the Hebrews. As an indication of respect for
seniority among these non-Egyptians, the brothers were seated from the firstborn to the youngest—a fact that created
astonishment among them since it would have required a detailed knowledge of the family. Perhaps as a further test of
the brothers, Benjamin’s portion was five times larger than any of the other brothers’. Joseph may have made sure they
got intoxicated to loosen the brothers’ self-restraint; if they harbored any jealousy or hatred toward Benjamin, Rachel’s
son, it would be more likely to show.

44:2-34. By watching the other brothers’ response to Benjamin’s trouble, Joseph would be able to observe firsthand the
other brothers’ true character. Joseph then ordered his steward to overtake the small caravan. Armed with a scripted
accusation regarding the ceremonial cup, the steward confronted the group.

44:18-34. Judah said that his father would die of grief if anything happened to Benjamin. Judah had once separated his
father Jacob from a son of Rachel by making Joseph a slave in Egypt (37:26-27). To save the life of the clan he had
voluntarily made himself accountable to his father for the well-being of Benjamin, Rachel’s only other son besides
Joseph (43:8-9). Now Benjamin, like his older brother Joseph, was on the verge of being made a slave in Egypt. Knowing
that he would always bear the guilt for sinning against his father if Benjamin did not return home, Judah volunteered to
remain in Egypt as Joseph’s slave.

45:1-8. Joseph’s revelation of his true identity—undoubtedly spoken in Hebrew, not Egyptian—so terrified his brothers
that they could not answer his question about his father’s well-being. With amazing spiritual maturity Joseph confessed
that God had worked beyond the foul intentions of his older brothers to accomplish two vital things: to preserve life
through Joseph’s leadership leading up to and during the seven-year famine, and to establish Israel as a remnant “on
earth” (within the land).

45:9-28. The brothers, who were still having trouble believing that Joseph was not only alive but a ruler in Egypt,
watched as Joseph threw his arms around Benjamin and wept. To their amazement, he also kissed each of his brothers
who had once plotted to kill him. Affirming the commands Joseph had given, Pharaoh told him to have his brothers load
their animals with food, go on back to Jacob in Canaan, and then return with their families. New to the set of instructions
was Pharaoh’s provision of wagons from the land of Egypt to transport the weaker members of the clan down to Egypt,
the promise that Joseph’s family could live in the best of the land of Egypt, and that they would be permitted to eat the
richness (“the fat”) of the land. Joseph supplied his brothers with generous provisions for the journey back to Canaan, as
well as items for the clan’s return to Egypt. The translation of Joseph’s final command (Do not quarrel) is uncertain and
may also mean “Don’t fear” or “Don’t take undue risks.” Jacob experienced a storm of emotion when the group returned
from Egypt. Initially he experienced relief, as all 11 brothers came back to him. “His heart became numb” (was stunned)
when he was told that Joseph was still alive. Jacob agreed to go to see him before he died. God’s promise of blessing to
Jacob (32:29; 35:9) had proven true.
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