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MAIN POINT

God can work through our sins and sufferings to achieve His ultimate purposes.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What prompts us to feel excited for other people when they receive good news, even if it doesn’t affect us
directly?

What may be at the root of our envy when we feel jealous of their good news instead?

What good can come from rejoicing with others? What dangers could come from harboring jealousy
instead?

The Bible commands us to rejoice with those who rejoice (Rom. 12:15), while resisting temptations to envy, as jealousy
leads to “disorder and every kind of evil” (James 3:16). At the start of Joseph’s story, envy and jealousy played a
detrimental role, leading to Joseph’s ultimate rejection and the start of many trials.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 37:1-4 .

Joseph was set apart by God to leave a powerful legacy of perseverance, submission, leadership and redemption. But
he first had to endure a host of trials– beginning with the resentment, hatred and ultimate betrayal of his brothers.
Whether it was Joseph’s boasting or his brothers’ jealousy that truly spurred this act, God used Joseph’s initial rejection
to deliver the promises He had in store for Joseph’s life.

Jacob is esteeming. He had twelve sons, but among them, he favored Joseph most– the oldest son of his deceased wife,
Rachel. Joseph was likely a great comfort in Jacob’s old age– a living representation of Rachel’s life and legacy. As a
result, Jacob went to many measures to display his love for Joseph visibly– for example, by giving Joseph a robe of
many colors, likely symbolizing his intended future tribal leadership.

Was it wrong for Jacob to show favoritism towards Joseph the way he did? How could Jacob’s
disproportionate love for his son have tempted Joseph towards boasting and pride?
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How should Joseph have responded to this favoring from his father? How should it have impacted the way
he interacted with his other brothers?

At the start of the passage, we find Joseph pasturing his father’s flock with his brothers. The twelve sons were serving
together in the same place with a common task for a single purpose. Yet, we begin to see discord and resentment in
their relationships. The brothers harbored jealousy and hatred towards Joseph after they saw the way their father loved
him most, to the point that they “could not speak peacefully to him” (v. 4). As for Joseph, we do not know whether he
gave his father a bad report on his brothers out of genuine concern for the household or a desire to promote himself
and boast in Jacob’s love for him. Either way, Jacob’s favoritism did not justify either the brothers’ hatred and conceit, or
any boasting and pride on the part of Joseph.

HAVE ANOTHER VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 37:5-11.

Joseph is dreaming. As the Lord continued to work His purposes into Joseph’s life and future, He granted Joseph insight
into the legacy he would leave through a position of future authority and leadership. However, given the resentment
and pride of Joseph’s brothers, this news did not prompt them to rejoice with Joseph or work alongside him to pursue
God’s promises, but to resent him.

Why do you think the Lord chose to reveal these dreams to Joseph at this point in time, before Joseph’s reign
and rule?

How do you think the Lord wanted Joseph to respond to the dreams?

God has promised that we will not be tempted beyond what we can bear (1 Cor. 10:13). How could God have
intended these dreams, revealed early on in Joseph’s life, to guard Joseph in future trials against the
temptation to lose hope?

God began to reveal the legacy Joseph would leave, but He did not yet reveal the hardships Joseph would face along
the way– only the ultimate reward. Perhaps God chose to do so early on to give Joseph an assurance and promise to
cling to in the long years of trial and suffering ahead. Again we see that because God works for the good of those who
love Him, who have been called according to His purposes (Rom. 8:28), His timing and ways are perfectly aligned with
all that we can and cannot yet see.

In what ways was the brothers’ resentment of Joseph similar to the hostility and rejection Jesus faced later?

What does this reveal about the way God works to accomplish His purposes? What does it reveal about
God’s role in our trials, whether we can identify Him working or not?

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 37:12-36.

The brothers are scheming. Here began Joseph’s long period of hardship and testing– initiated by the rejection and
betrayal of his brothers, who sold him into a life of slavery. The brothers’ envy and coveting blinded them from seeing
clearly that they were all sons of the same earthly father, following the same God, working within one family. Instead of
rejoicing with Joseph over what God was revealing about his future, the brothers resented the good purposes God was
working for Joseph’s life and legacy.

If Joseph did share the dreams God gave him out of a boastful, arrogant spirit, does that justify the brothers’
resentment? Do you think the brothers assumed that their initial jealousy, left unchecked, would lead to
attempted murder and ultimate betrayal later on?
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Given Jacob’s display of favoritism, Joseph’s potential boasting, and the brothers’ jealousy and betrayal, what
can we conclude about the way God can use even our sins to accomplish His purposes? How have you
experienced this?

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Given our identity as children of God, how can we share God’s deep love and purposes for our life with
others in a way that is not proud or boastful, but is truthful, humble and gentle?

What was the greatest work you believe God did in or through you in the last year? Did you have to undergo
any trials or difficulties before it was accomplished?

Like Joseph’s dreams, what promises has the Lord revealed to you– through His word and your walk with
Him– that can sufficiently guard against temptations to give up, grow resentful or lose hope in the legacy He
longs to leave with your life?

PRAY

Pray that God’s grace would give you the faith to be confident in His love for you and the great
things He has planned to do with your life, while also maintaining the humility to rejoice with those
who rejoice and seek the good of others above yourself. Pray for the assurance that even in the
midst of trials and sufferings, God is working for our good to complete His good purposes in our
lives.

 

COMMENTARY

GENESIS 37:1-36

37:1-4. The family records of Jacob extend through the end of the book. The account begins with a description of
17-year-old Joseph, the central human figure in this section. He is the subject of more than 200 verbs within the
narrative framework of the final 14 chapters of Genesis. These opening verses continue the troubled portrait of Jacob’s
sons begun in chapter 35, as the sons of Bilhah and Zilpah—Dan, Naphtali, Gad, and Asher—misbehaved. Jacob’s
unequal treatment of his sons aroused great jealousy, so that Joseph’s brothers hated him. The robe of many colors
probably marked Joseph as Jacob’s chosen successor for clan leadership, especially since he was the firstborn of
Rachel, the only woman Jacob had ever intended to marry.

37:5-11. Like his father Jacob (28:12-15; 31:10-13), Joseph received two dreams from God during his lifetime. Both
portrayed Joseph as gaining a position of supremacy in his family, though the symbols differed greatly. The first dream
used an agricultural image (v. 7). The second, more important and wider in scope than the first, was astronomical (vv.
9-10). The pairing of dreams with a shared meaning meant that God would certainly make the events happen (41:32).

37:12-17. Israel (i.e., Jacob) made his teenage son Joseph a supervisor over his brothers. Joseph, who had earlier given a
bad report about his older brothers, was once again called upon to report how they were doing. Joseph traveled about
50 miles north to Shechem. Learning that his brothers had moved on, he finally found them at Dothan, some 15 miles
farther north.

37:18-24. Joseph’s older brothers, all of whom hated him and were violent men (34:27- 29) or even murderers
(34:25-26), immediately plotted to kill him, calling him “the lord of the dreams” (that dreamer). Being skilled at deception
as well (34:13), the brothers also concocted the lie that a vicious animal ate him. They threw him into a dry cistern
designed to store water for the flocks.
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37:25-28. The fact that Joseph’s brothers sat down to eat a meal soon after they disposed of him reveals how brazenly
sinful they were. Later Joseph would be free while the brothers were in prison (42:17). But on this day the brothers saw a
caravan of Ishmaelites traveling south on the main road leading from Egypt to Damascus. Judah convinced seven of his
brothers that it was more profitable to sell Joseph as a slave than to kill him. According to 42:21, Joseph pleaded with his
brothers, but to no avail. They sold him for 20 pieces of silver, the standard price for a teenage male slave. Midianite is
another designation for Ishmaelites in this narrative. Mention of the descendants of Ishmael (21:9-13) and Midian (25:1-6)
call to mind the kind of sibling rivalry that is taking place here again.

37:36. Even as Jacob mourned his son’s death, Joseph—very much alive—was taken to Egypt and sold to Potiphar, a
prestigious military officer in the court of Pharaoh.
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