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MAIN POINT

God is sovereign over our circumstances.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

What time in your life were you most confused about what God was doing?

How did you manage that season? How did God prove Himself faithful?

Many occurrences and circumstances in our lives seem unnecessary in and of themselves, but as we begin to perceive the
overall story God is writing in our lives, we see that the Author of our salvation and faith (Heb. 5:9) is sovereign over each
situation, working it all for the good of those who love Him, just as He did in Joseph’s trials.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 41:1-8.

Joseph, having given the accurate interpretation of his fellow prisoners’ dreams but still finding himself forgotten, spent two
more years in prison. In this period, Joseph was further tested and refined in terms of patience, trust, and faith in God’s
promises.

After two years without a change in Joseph’s difficult circumstances, what might he have been tempted to doubt
or question? What discouragement or hopelessness might he have faced?

What promises or truth do you think Joseph clung to in this time?

What does this passage reveal about God’s character and timing? Are they dependent on our understanding and
expectations?

Why were the magicians and “wise men” of Egypt unable to interpret Pharaoh’s dream? What does this indicate
about the limitations of earthly powers or abilities?
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Similar to the cupbearer and baker in Genesis 40, Pharaoh dreams and despairs. His troublesome dream, given by God,
could only be interpreted by someone who knew God personally, and was thus able to seek, discern, and share His truth
with others. The Lord had begun to speak and work in Pharaoh’s life, and until Pharaoh could understand it, he would not be
at peace.

HAVE ANOTHER VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 41:9-36.

How easy would it have been for the cupbearer not to admit his fault of forgetting Joseph (v. 9)? What dangers
did he face in choosing to do so? On the other hand, what consequences might he have faced in choosing not to?

In verses 15-16, Joseph was again tempted to accept the glory and recognition for interpreting dreams, but
faithfully did not. Why do you think he chose not to?

If Joseph had claimed the ability to interpret dreams as his own, would he have been seen any differently than
Pharaoh’s magicians and wise men? How would this have diminished God’s glory?

Through the cupbearer’s recollection and willingness to admit his mistake, God gave Pharaoh an opportunity to have his
dream interpreted, while giving Joseph an opportunity to get out of prison. God had a role in the cupbearer’s remembering
Joseph, but it was done in God’s timing, not Joseph’s. We may pray for things to occur in the way and time we think best, but
the Lord answers and acts in His own sovereignty and providence—for our good and for His glory. He is always busy
working all things for the good of those who love Him, and He will not delay.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 41:37-45.

God enabled Pharaoh to see what the coming fourteen years would bring, interpreting Pharaoh’s dream through Joseph just
in time for Pharaoh to adequately prepare for the devastating famine coming to Egypt. By depending on God’s guidance,
Joseph was able to help Pharaoh understand the difficulties he would face. As a result, Pharaoh pondered God’s presence in
Joseph’s life and promoted him to a position of great authority, just as God promised.

Take a minute to read Hebrews 5:7-9. In what ways did Joseph’s story foreshadow Jesus’ experiences in the New
Testament?

We often feel we are entitled to anger, frustration, and bitterness in response to unjust suffering and treatment.
How does this idea conflict with the way Joseph handled his suffering? How does it conflict with the way Jesus
handled His?

Just as Joseph interpreted the cupbearer’s dream of being restored to his position, so Joseph was restored to the position
God promised in Joseph’s own dream as a young boy. In the same way, Jesus also was ultimately restored to His heavenly
position after suffering on the cross and being resurrected from the dead. In each of these stories, God showed that He is a
promise-keeping God who is always sovereign—even through our trials and suffering—in ways and at times that we may or
may not perceive in the present. He will not forsake us, and He will not stop working for our good.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

Who in your life may need help discerning God’s promises and commands in order to receive peace, just like
Pharaoh and Joseph’s fellow prisoners? Who or what will you rely on to help discern them?

Similar to the way the cupbearer admitted to a fault he committed two years prior (v. 9), are there sins we need
to confess and make right (even if they occurred long in the past) for the sake of those around us?
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Re-read verse 38 from this week’s passage. How did Pharaoh describe Joseph? Do the people in your life—family,
coworkers and neighbors—see you as a person in whom the Spirit of God lives? What can you do differently this
week to make the Spirit’s presence more evident to others?

Take a minute to read 1 Peter 5:6-7. What are some practical ways we can wait upon the Lord? Why is it so hard
for us to practice patience, especially when it comes to God’s plans and His timing? How can we grow in this
area?

PRAY

Thank God for His sovereignty and faithfulness, and for the ways He is currently working on our
behalves in ways and timing we cannot see or understand. Pray for greater faith to rely on His goodness
and providence more strongly, and for the grace to humbly submit to Him with faithfulness. Pray also
that others will see, like Joseph, that the Spirit of God is with us, in order to give God the true glory.

COMMENTARY

GENESIS 41:1-45

41:1-7. Pharaoh, the most powerful man in the world of his day, was also the Egyptian who received dreams from God that
were far-reaching in their implications. His two dreams, both on the same night, had essentially identical plots, though the
images were different. Both had fourteen items, seven healthy and seven thin and sickly. In both dreams the seven healthy
things appeared first, only to be consumed by the afflicted ones. Both were symbolic since they contained features not
found in the real world.

41:8-14. These dreams clearly indicated trouble, but exactly what trouble was the question. To unravel the mystery, Pharaoh
summoned all the court magicians, who would have received instruction from ancient Egyptian scrolls of dream
interpretation. Pharaoh also summoned all of Egypt’s wise men to assist in the critical task of discerning the dreams’
meanings. However, no one could interpret the dreams satisfactorily. The crisis caused the chief cupbearer to remember
how Joseph had accurately interpreted two mysterious dreams two years earlier. Desperate for insight into his own dreams,
Pharaoh immediately sent for Joseph. Prior to entering the royal court he had to be shaved—probably both his beard and
scalp—and he put on clothes made of linen, as was appropriate for the Egyptian court. Joseph’s change in appearance
mirrored the change that was about to occur in his career.

41:15-16. Fluent in the Egyptian language after thirteen years in the land, Joseph listened intently as Pharaoh described his
problem. With humility Joseph confessed to Pharaoh that he was unable to interpret the dreams, but confidently added that
his God would give Pharaoh the information he desired.

41:17-24. As Pharaoh repeated his account of the dreams, he added that the ugly cows still appeared wasted after they had
eaten the healthy ones.

41:25-32. Joseph prefaced his interpretation with three important insights: first, Pharaoh actually had only one dream (lit
“Pharaoh’s dream is one”), though it was given twice using different symbols. Second, the dream’s source was the one true
God (lit “the God”). Third, it revealed what God was about to do.

41:33-36. Joseph advised Pharaoh to take four steps in preparation for the upcoming fourteen-year cycle of events in order
to create a food reserve for the seven years of famine.

41:37-45. Joseph’s insight into the dream, along with his ability to devise such an intelligent plan, convinced Pharaoh that
Joseph had God’s spirit in him. Pharaoh gave Joseph the Egyptian name Zaphenath-paneah (“Then God Said, ‘Let Him Live’”)
and a wife of high social status. Asenath (“She Who Belongs to the Goddess Neith”) was the daughter of Potiphera, a priest at
On (Heliopolis), the prestigious religious center of solar worship in ancient Egypt. Joseph, who was now thirty years old, had
been transformed by God in thirteen years from an imprisoned foreign slave to the world’s second most powerful man. He
who had spent years in prison now went throughout the land of Egypt, overseeing a project that would save the lives of
untold thousands.
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