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MAIN POINT

We can store up God’s promises in our hearts to inspire and comfort us in difficult times.

INTRODUCTION

As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion.

Before meeting as a group, make a list of significant goals or accomplishments that many in your group have
likely achieved or would like to achieve. This may include graduating college, running a race, obtaining a job,
losing weight, saving up for a house, etc. For each of these things, ask your group to list the kinds of
difficulties or challenges that are required to obtain them.

God gave Joseph the opportunity and ability to interpret Pharaoh’s dream regarding the abundance and famine that
would take place in the land (Gen. 41:1-40). As a result, Joseph found himself in a position of command over those who
purchased him into slavery thirteen years before. Still, we see throughout Joseph’s story the way in which suffering and
hardship were necessary for God to produce the fruit of ultimate reward.

UNDERSTANDING

Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 41:46-49.

Joseph had been in bondage for 13 years. Do you think this might have tempted him to bring a sense of
bitterness or desire for revenge to his position? How would that have impacted his work?

In the period of abundance, do you think people ever doubted that a famine was coming? If so, what
additional challenge did this present to Joseph?

Why do you think Pharaoh trusted Joseph in regards to an upcoming famine that may have been hard to
imagine in a time of abundance? What does it say about Joseph’s reliability and his ultimate source of
credibility?

Eventually, Joseph began to store up so much grain that he “ceased to measure it, for it could not be
measured” (v. 49). What does this prove about God’s promise to provide abundantly, even beyond
expectations?
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Pharaoh recognized Joseph as being discerning, wise, and one “in whom [was] the Spirit of God” (v. 38). As a result, he
raised Joseph out of his long imprisonment and years of seeming abandon to a position of great power and authority, in
order for Joseph to rule over the land, storing up food in the time of abundance to distribute in the time of famine.
Although Joseph could have felt resentment or bitterness toward those who had enslaved him all these years, God put
him in a position that required him to extend compassion—preparing the people for years of hardship they could not yet
see. As he did, God fulfilled His promise to provide years of plenty in abundant measure.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 41:50-52.

Why might Joseph have chosen to give his sons Hebrew names rather than Egyptian names? What does this
suggest about the way Joseph maintained his identity with God’s chosen people?

While in the period of abundance before the famine began, Joseph had two sons. He gave them the Hebrew names
Ephraim and Manasseh as a reminder of his experiences and the way he had seen the Lord at work. God was beginning
a new chapter in Joseph’s life, regardless of the past and its hardships, and was continuing to produce good fruit even in
Joseph’s affliction.

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ GENESIS 41:53-57.

How might Joseph’s long periods of waiting in Potiphar’s house and in prison have prepared him for the
seven years he spent waiting for the famine and the next seven years he spent waiting for it to end?

What role do you think Joseph’s personal experience of God’s faithfulness in difficult times played in his
leadership during the famine?

When people from other nations came to Egypt seeking food, do you think they wondered how Joseph knew
to prepare for the famine? What explanation might Joseph have given?

Through the wisdom God gave Joseph, he was able to foresee what others could not as they relied on earthly
understanding alone. Joseph knew difficult times were coming, and exercised diligence and long-term thinking to store
up in abundance and prepare accordingly. Through this wise, forward-thinking perspective, we see the way in which
Joseph’s long years of waiting in prison taught him to trust God’s timing, faithfulness, and promises to work all things for
our good—even hardships—making us “fruitful in the land of affliction.

APPLICATION

Help your group identify how the truths from the Scripture passage apply directly to their lives.

How might God be calling us to show compassion—even to those who have persecuted us—whom we might
be tempted to treat with bitterness or revenge?

What obligation do we have to warn people of all the Lord has told us is coming so that they also can be
prepared? What might this include?

How are we to “forget” hardships and “things of old,” while still remembering God’s faithfulness and the ways
He has provided for us? Do you think He wants us to focus more on sufferings or deliverance?

In our spiritual lives, we often experience abundance and famine in regards to how often we perceive—or
don’t perceive—God speaking and working. What does this passage reveal about the way we should store
these teachings and experiences up in “abundance” to remember in times of “famine”?
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In storing up God’s promises and faithfulness in our hearts and lives—through His Word and through our own
experiences—we can store up encouragement and reassurance for times of trouble or “famine,” which He assures us
are coming. However, He also tells us that He has overcome them, and will make even our affliction to be fruitful. We
see this through Joseph’s years of trial, and through Jesus’ own death on the cross. Whether we reap these rewards on
this side of eternity or the next, we are reminded through Joseph’s legacy that God remains sovereign over our
circumstances. He will continue working all things for our good and for His glory, making our legacy one that reveals His
faithfulness and sovereignty to finish the work He has begun in and through our lives on earth.

PRAY

Pray for the faith to believe God will produce fruit from our affliction in His own timing and ways.
Ask for the wisdom to think and act in a way that draws others to Him as the ultimate Source, and
for the compassion to serve and help others through the understanding and insight He provides.

COMMENTARY

GENESIS 41:46-57

41:46-50. The note of Joseph’s age punctuates a story that began when he was seventeen (Gen. 37:2) and will reach its
climax in another nine years’ time (Gen. 45:6), more than twenty years after the first breach with his brothers. It is
comparable with the length of time for Abraham between promise and fulfillment (Gen. 12:4, 21:5), and for Jacob in the
service of Laban (Gen. 31:41). Each of these delays was fruitful, but no two were alike in form or purpose. The note that
Joseph “traveled throughout the land of Egypt,” almost repeating, emphasizes the personal energy of his
administration–potentially enhanced by the joy of release.

41:51-54. These names, which are Hebrew, not Egyptian, tally with the two sides of Joseph’s experience. With Manasseh
there were still the mixed feelings that go with the closing of a chapter in life, voiced in the two phrases of verse 51.
With Ephraim there was a more buoyant sense of fulfillment, perhaps owing something to the phenomenal fruitfulness
of the land at this moment (v. 47), according to the promise.

41:55. There may be an intended echo of this story of the great provider, in John’s record of the similar words (“Do
whatever he tells you.” John 2:5) which made way for the miracle at Cana. What Joseph was to the men of his day (John
may imply), this and more would Jesus be to the world.

41:56-57. How severe a famine could be in Egypt, which is a thin fertile strip between deserts, is twice indicated by
records of its inhabitants resorting to cannibalism. But because Palestine was watered by rainfall and Egypt by the Nile,
the harvest seldom failed simultaneously in both (Gen. 12:10, 26:1-2). This time it was only the exertions of one man that
averted a multiple disaster.
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