
Small Group Material  Week 12 
1 Peter 5:1-5   “Leaders” 

 
Scripture – 1 Peter 5:1-5 (ESV) 

1 So I exhort the elders among you, as a fellow elder and a witness of the 
sufferings of Christ, as well as a partaker in the glory that is going to be revealed: 
2 shepherd the flock of God that is among you, exercising oversight, not under 
compulsion, but willingly, as God would have you; not for shameful gain, but 
eagerly; 3 not domineering over those in your charge, but being examples to the 
flock. 4 And when the chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the unfading 
crown of glory. 5 Likewise, you who are younger, be subject to the elders. Clothe 
yourselves, all of you, with humility toward one another, for “God opposes the 
proud but gives grace to the humble.” 

 

Summary:  

 

Peter is speaking to the leaders in the church (elders) from experience. He has 

suffered much for the sake of the Gospel and is encouraging the elders to follow 

his example in their leadership. He urges them to serve willingly out of love for 

God and people. We continue to serve the church because of how Christ has 

served us. Ultimately, we follow Jesus’ example of humility, sacrifice, love, and 

submission as we serve.  

 

START (the group): Follow up with your group regarding their applications from 

last week. Ask them how they did in applying last week’s text. 

 

STUDY (the passage): 

 

Read: 1 Peter 5:1-5 

 

1. What sticks out to you from the passage? 

 

2. What do you have a question about? 
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3. What do Godly leaders look like? What do they do differently?  

 

4. What is the difference between serving under compulsion and serving 

willingly? How can you foster willful service in your own life?  

 

5. What does it look like to “clothe yourself in humility?” What hinders you 

from living this out? 

 

6. What does it mean that “God opposes the proud but gives grace to the 

humble?” 

 

Apply: 

 

7. What is one thing God is asking you to do in response to this passage? 

 

Pray as a group. 

 


