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PASSAGE – Galatians 3:1-9 NIV 

1 You foolish Galatians! Who has bewitched you? Before your very eyes Jesus Christ 

was clearly portrayed as crucified. 2 I would like to learn just on thing from you: Did 

you receive the Spirit by the works of the law, or by believing what you heard? 3 Are 

you foolish? After beginning by means of the Spirit, are you now trying to finish by 

means of the flesh? 4 Have you experienced so much in vain - if it really was in vain? 5 

So again I ask, does God give you His Spirit and work miracles among you by the 

works of the law, or by your believing what you heard? 6 So also Abraham “believe 

God, and it was credited to him all righteousness.” 7 Understand, then, that those who 

have faith are children of Abraham. 8 Scripture foresaw that God would justify the 

Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advance to Abraham: “All nations will 

be blessed through you.” 9 So those who rely on faith are blessed along with 

Abraham, the man of faith. 

OUTLINE:  

This passage begins to dive into the doctrine of justification. Paul first wonders why the 

Galatians have retreated from what they had first believed and seen. He then uses 

Abraham to demonstrate that this doctrine of justification, which was demonstrated at 

the end of chapter 2, goes back to the Old Testament. Paul shows that this was the 

plan from the beginning when God called Abram away from his family. 

 

START (the group): 
Icebreaker: What is the craziest thing you’ve heard that you believed to be true? 

Encourage learners to think about the rules of sporting events. Ask the following 

questions: 

● How do the rules of a sport affect the game? 

●  If there were no rules, how would a team know if they performed well or poorly? 

● Without rules, could a player play the game effectively?  
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STUDY (the passage): 
Have everyone look back over the text. (Encourage everyone to be looking for 

something that sticks out to them, something they have a question about, and 

something God may be telling them to do.)  

 

Ask questions about the text:  
1. What sticks out to you from the passage? (Everyone answer)  

2. What questions do you have from the text?  

3. According to this passage, how are we filled with the Holy Spirit? What does it mean 

to be filled with the Holy Spirit? 

4. Considering that Abraham did not have the law of Moses, what did Paul indicate 

was the way that Abraham was considered righteous? 

5. Have someone read Genesis 12:1-3 and Genesis 15:1-6 

● Explain that Scripture does not indicate that Abraham was in God’s favor 

prior to God’s covenant with Him in Genesis 12. Who initiated the 

relationship between Abraham and God?  

● What were God’s promises to Abraham? 

● Were God’s promises to Abraham given before or after Abraham 

believed God? 

● What does this indicate about God’s role in His covenant with His people? 

● How did Abraham express his faith in God and His promises? 

● How do we know that Abraham did believe God? 

6. Is there anything that we can do to earn God’s favor? Does it lead us to feel free or 

helpless? 

 

APPLY:  
7. What challenges you to place your full faith and trust into the promises of God? 

8. When are you most tempted to look to your own efforts to make yourself 

acceptable? 

9. What is one thing God is asking you to do in response to this passage? (One 

measurable goal)  

PRAY AS A GROUP 
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Extra Material: 
Five things about what it means to be children of Abraham.  

1) It is not the same as physical descent from Abraham. Even 20th century 

Gentiles can be Abraham's sons.  

2) It implies being like Abraham, a chip off the old block, as it were, especially in 

his life of faith.  

3) You inherit the blessing of Abraham. 

4) You are justified, acquitted by God of all your sins on the basis of Christ's death 

in your place.  

5) You have the Spirit who will lead you into eternal life. 

 The main point is stated in two different ways, once in verse 7 and once in verse 

9. And each of these is preceded by its Old Testament support. Verse 6 quotes Genesis 

15:6, "Abraham 'believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness.'" And verse 

7 draws out of that verse together with verse 5 a general inference: "So (or: therefore) 

you see that it is those of faith who are sons of Abraham." The thing that makes a person 

a "son of Abraham" is faith. Then verse 8 quotes Genesis 12:3 (and 18:18), "In you shall all 

the nations be blessed." And verse 9 draws out the inference, "So then, those who are of 

faith are blessed with Abraham who had faith." The thing that qualifies a person to 

inherit Abraham's blessing is faith. So the main point is that anyone of us who lives by 

faith is a child of Abraham and will inherit Abraham's blessing. It also says in Romans 9:6, 

7 that: "Not all who are descended from Israel belong to Israel, and not all are children 

of Abraham just because they are descendants." The Bible claims that being a son of 

Abraham is much more than just being a blood descendant of Abraham but to be one 

who follows in his steps by being called by God and following God in faith. 

When God chose Abram to found a new nation, he made sure that Abram knew 

that the Jewish people were being created for the world. Their mission is to "be a 

blessing." Their destiny is to serve all the nations. (Genesis 18:18 says the same thing, and 

uses "nations," i.e., Gentiles, instead of "families.") In Genesis 17 God spells out the terms 

of his covenant with Abraham. Some have tried to refer the "nations” to the Ishmaelites 

and Edomites, who can trace their physical descent to Abraham. But surely the word 

"multitude" in Genesis 17:4, 5 means more than two. Surely God has in view here the 
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same nations that will be blessed in Genesis 12:3 and 18:18, namely, "all the families 

(nations) of the earth." 

The another thing to notice about being a child of Abraham is that it means 

being like Abraham. In John 8:39 the Jews defend themselves against Jesus' criticisms 

by saying, "'Abraham is our father.' Jesus said to them, 'If you were Abraham's children, 

you would do what Abraham did.'" Jesus shows us two things in this response. First, he 

shows us that they are not Abraham's children, even though they are Jews—and so he 

confirms our first point, that being a child of Abraham is not the same as Jewishness. 

And the second thing he shows us is that being a child of Abraham means being like 

Abraham. 

If you are a child of Abraham, part of your guaranteed inheritance is the 

bequest of justification. And only justification can take away your fear of meeting God 

loaded with your sin. In Galatians 3:8 Paul teaches that the reason the Scripture 

promises blessing to the nations through Abraham is that God intended to justify people 

from every nation.  So the promised blessing of Abraham must involve justification. And 

you recall from the connection between Genesis 12:3 and 17:4 that the reason the 

nations will be blessed is because Abraham becomes their father. They become his 

sons. Therefore, justification is part of our inheritance as children of Abraham. If you are 

his child, then, and only then, you are justified.Which means that in spite of all your sins, 

God reckons you to be righteous. If you are a child of Abraham, all the things you have 

done wrong or ever will do wrong are forgiven because of Christ, and God does not 

hold your sins against you. 

Another part of your guaranteed inheritance is the Spirit of God who seals you for 

eternal life. Only the Spirit can take away the fear of death and hell and replace it with 

the hope of eternal life.  Galatians 3:14 says that Christ became a curse for us "that in 

Christ Jesus the blessing of Abraham might come upon the Gentiles, in order that we 

might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith." This verse teaches that part of 

Abraham's blessing which we Gentiles can inherit is the gift of the Spirit. One of the 

marks of the children of Abraham is that they are indwelt by the Spirit of Christ (2:20; 4:6, 

29). 
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