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PASSAGE – Galatians 3:10-25 NIV 
10 For all who rely on the works of the law are under a curse, as it is written: “Cursed is 

everyone who does not continue to do everything written in the Book of the Law.” 
11Clearly no one who relies on the law is justified before God, because “the righteous 

will live by faith.” 12 The law is not based on faith; on the contrary, it says, “The person 

who does these things will live by them.” 13 Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law 

by becoming a curse for us, for it is written: “Cursed is everyone who is hung on a pole.” 
14 He redeemed us in order that the blessing given to Abraham might come to the 

Gentiles through Christ Jesus, so that by faith we might receive the promise of the Spirit.  
 

15 Brothers and sisters, let me take an example from everyday life. Just as no one can set 

aside or add a human covenant that has been duly established, so it is in this case. 
16The promises were spoken to Abraham and to his seed. Scripture does not say “and to 

seeds,” meaning many people, but “and to your seed,” meaning one person, who is 

Christ. 17 What I mean is this: The law, introduced 430 years later, does not set aside the 

covenant previously established by God and thus do away with the promise. 18 For if the 

inheritance depends on the law then it no longer depends on the promise; but God in 

his grace give it to Abraham through a promise.  
 

19 Why, then, was the law given at all? It was added because of transgressions until the 

Seed to whom the promise referred had come. The law was given through angels and 

entrusted to a mediator. 20 A mediator, however, implies more than one party; but God 

is one.  
 

21 Is the law, therefore, opposed to the promises of God? Absolutely not! For if a law had 

been given that could impart life, then righteousness would certainly have come by the 

law. 22 But Scripture has locked up everything under the control of sin, so that what was 

promised, being given faith in Jesus Christ, might be given to those who believe.  
 

23 Before the coming of this faith, we were held in custody under the law, locked up until 

the faith that was to come would be revealed. 24 So the law was our guardian until 

Christ came that we might be justified by faith. 25 Now that this faith has come, we are 

no longer under a guardian. 
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OUTLINE:  

No question confronting the Christian is more practical than the question of a 

believer’s relationship to the law of God. Whenever we hear the radical claims 

of salvation by grace, we immediately ask, “If we are ‘free from the law’ does 

that mean I don’t have to obey the law of God?” Or maybe “Why then should I 

strive to live a holy life?” What is the nature of my obligation (if any) to God’s 

law? Paul addresses this important question in this passage. 

 

START (the group): 

Icebreaker Question: If you had to dye your hair a crazy color (pink, green, blue 

exc.) what would you choose? 

Follow up with your group regarding their applications from last week. Ask them 

how they did in applying last week’s text.  

 

STUDY (the passage): 

Have everyone look back over the text. (Encourage everyone to be looking for 

something that sticks out to them, something they have a question about, and 

something God may be telling them to do.)  

 

Ask questions about the text:  

1. What sticks out to you from the passage? (Everyone answer)  

2. What questions do you have from the text?  

3. Why was the law of Moses unable to set aside or add to the promise spoken 

to Abraham? (You may wish to review Genesis 15:9-18.) 

4. What does Paul mean when he says “the law is not based on faith”? 

5. Though our salvation does not come from conformity to the law why is it 

important for the law to be in place? Imagine the features of a relationship with 

the law based on salvation by grace rather than one based on fear and 

salvation by performance. 
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6. In verses 23-25, how does Paul explain that the law leads a person to Christ? 

 

APPLY:  

6. In what areas of your life are you living by the law? How can you address that 

area or situation in your life in a way that you will be living by faith? 

7. What is one thing God is asking you to do in response to this passage? (One 

measurable goal)  

8.  Now look at the circumstances surrounding your typical sins. Answer 

this question: “When I commit this particular sin, what am I after? What do I 

feel I must have for self-acceptance?” 

9. Imagine some ways you could draw on your hope and standing in Christ at 

these moments and thus surrender control of your heart and defeat the sin. 

 

PRAY AS A GROUP 

 

Extra Material 

The Greek word in verses 15 and 17 is translated “covenant” in the NIV, 

and it was the word used in the Old Testament for the covenants God made 

with us. However, in Paul’s day it most commonly referred to a last will and 

testament. Here Paul uses the idea of a “will” in Greco-Roman law to teach 

about God’s dealings with us. He explains that a will cannot be changed once 

death has occurred. The bequest will go to the designated recipients regardless 

of what they do. 

Verses 19b-20 are extremely cryptic: “The law was put into effect through 

angels by a mediator. A mediator, however, does not represent just one party, 

but God is one.” No one is sure what Paul means or how this fits into the 

argument. Fortunately, the thrust of his argument and its other supporting points 

are clear, so it is not essential to decode these sentences in order to understand 

him. Some commentators think Paul is saying that God spoke the law to his 
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people through a mediator, namely Moses, but that he spoke the promise 

directly to Abraham. But this is not certain. 

Verse 24 says that the law was “put in charge” of us, that we were under 

its “supervision.” The Greek words here are more specific than the English 

translation can convey. Paul says that the law is our tutor, a paidagogos. In the 

homes of Paul’s day, the tutor or guardian was usually a slave who supervised 

the children on the parents’ behalf. 

 

 

 

John Stott puts it this way: 

After God gave the promise to Abraham, he gave the law to Moses. Why? 

Simply because he had to make things worse before he could make them 

better. The law exposed sin, provoked sin, condemned sin. The purpose of the 

law was . . . to lift the lid off man’s respectability and disclose what he is really 

like underneath—sinful, rebellious, guilty, under the judgment of God, and 

helpless to save himself. And the law must still be allowed to do its God-given 

duty today. One of the great faults of the contemporary church is the tendency 

to soft-pedal sin and judgment. . . . We must never bypass the law and come 

straight to the gospel. To do so is to contradict the plan of God in biblical history. 

. . . No man has ever appreciated the gospel until the law has first revealed him 

to himself. It is only against the inky blackness of the night sky that the stars begin 

to appear, and it is only against the dark background of sin and judgment that 

the gospel shines forth. 

CASE STUDY: A LIE 

What if you find that you have a habit of lying? What do you do about it? 

Moralistic ways to stop lying 

Fear: “I must stop doing this because God will punish me; he won’t bless me.” 

Pride: “I must stop doing this because I’m a good Christian. I don’t want to be 
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the kind of person who lies.” In general, you will find that the more you simply 

lay biblical principles on your heart, the more your heart resists it. (In Romans 

7:21 Paul says, “When I [most] want to do right, evil lies close at hand” [ESV].) 

The gospel way to stop lying 

First, ask the question: “Why am I lying in this particular situation?” The reason we 

lie (or do any sin) is because at that moment we feel there is something we 

simply must have—and so we lie. One typical reason we lie (though it is by no 

means the only one) is because we are deeply fearful of losing face or 

someone’s approval. That means that the “sin under the sin” of lying is the 

idolatry of (at that moment) human approval. If we break the commandment 

against false witness, it is because we are breaking the first commandment 

against idolatry. We are looking more to human approval than to Jesus as our 

source of worth, meaning, and happiness. Under the sin of lying is the failure to 

rejoice in and believe in our acceptance in Christ. Under the sin of lying is a kind 

of heart-unbelief in the gospel (whatever we may tell ourselves intellectually). As 

we will see below, anything you add to Jesus Christ as a requirement for a 

happy life is a functional salvation, a pseudo-lord. It will control you, whether it 

be power, approval, comfort, or control. The only way to change your habit of 

lying is to repent of your failure to believe the gospel and to confess that you are 

not saved and acceptable by pursuing this goal and serving this master, but 

through the grace of Jesus Christ. 

 


