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PASSAGE – Galatians 3:26-4:7 
26 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, 27 for all of you who were 

baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 28 There is neither Jew nor 

Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ 

Jesus. 29 If you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s seed, and heirs according to 

the promise.  

4 What I am saying is that as long as an heir is underage, he is no different from a slave, 

although he owns the whole estate. 2 The heir is subject to guardians and trustees until 

the time set by his father. 3 So also, when we were underage, we were in slavery under 

the elemental spiritual forces of the world. 4 But when the set time had fully come,God 

sent his Son, born of a woman, born under the law, 5 to redeem those under the law, 

that we might receive adoption to sonship.6 Because you are his sons, God sent the 

Spirit of his Son into our hearts, the Spirit who calls out, “Abba, Father.” 7 So you are no 

longer a slave, but God’s child; and since you are his child, God has made you also an 

heir. 

OUTLINE:  

In these verses, Paul shows that the principle of justification allows us to be called 

not just children of God but heirs. Verse 7 of chapter 4 seems to say what I want 

to say so well. We have been moved from slaves of this world to being heirs of 

God given his gifts and blessings.  

 

START (the group): 

Icebreaker: What clubs or activities were you involved in during high school?  

Follow up with your group regarding their applications from last week. Ask them 

how they did in applying last week’s text.  

 

STUDY (the passage): 

Have everyone look back over the text. (Encourage everyone to be looking for 

something that sticks out to them, something they have a question about, and 

something God may be telling them to do.)  
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Ask questions about the text:  

1. What sticks out to you from the passage? (Everyone answer)  

2. What questions do you have from the text?  

3. What do you think Paul means by “sonship” in these passages? How is this 

important to us? What privileges of sonship are suggested? (these are some 

overarching questions seen throughout the passage and specifically in 3:26&27, 

4:1&2, 4:6&7) 

4. What is the meaning behind verses 28-29? 

5. As described in this passage, what were some things Jesus was sent to 

accomplish? How are the two things alike? Why is it important to remember 

both? What happens if we remember the first but forget the second? 

 

APPLY:  

7. What is one thing God is asking you to do in response to this passage? (One 

measurable goal)  

8. How can you choose to live in the freedom God has given you this next 

week? 

 

PRAY AS A GROUP 

 

Extra Material 

Verses 26-29 are the climax of all Paul has been saying so far. If Jesus as “the 

Seed” (3:19) gets all of Abraham’s promised blessings, then anyone, Jew or 

Gentile, who belongs to Christ through faith automatically becomes an heir to 

the promises to Abraham. How does this sonship-heirship come to us? Through 

the Son, we become God’s children legally (4:4-5), receiving a new status, but 

through the Spirit we become God’s children experientially (4:6-7).  

Why call women “sons”? Many may take offense at using the masculine 

word “sons” to refer to all Christians, male and female. Some would prefer to 
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translate verse 26 as “You are all children of God.” But if we are too quick to 

correct the biblical language, we might miss the revolutionary and egalitarian 

nature of Paul’s words. In most ancient cultures, daughters could not inherit 

property. Therefore, “son” meant “legal heir” and was a status forbidden to 

women. But the gospel tells us that we are all sons of God in Christ. If we don’t 

allow Paul to say to women, “In Christ, you too are sons; you too are heirs,” we 

miss how radical a claim this is.  

 


